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Executive Summary: The paper is seeking approval to appoint a deputy SIRO and 

Caldicot Guardian at the Trust. 
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Risk Implications – Link to Assurance 
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-  
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Recommendations: The Board is asked to approve the SIRO and Caldicott Guardian 
arrangements for the Trust, including deputies.  
  

 

The Board will be aware that currently the CFO is the Trust’s Senior Information Risk Owner (SIRO) 

and the Medical Director is the Caldicott Guardian.  

Due to the increasing workload, mostly related to the Data Protection Act 2018 which brings the 

European General Data Protection regulations 2016 into UK Law, the Trust would like to appoint 

deputies to these roles to support the current incumbents. While they will assume acting up duties if 

the SIRO or Caldicott Guardian were indisposed for any reason, they will primarily be used to review 

and sign off Data Protection Impact Assessments, and other like documentation associated with 

information governance.  

To that end, it is proposed that Kevin Fitzgerald be appointed as Deputy SIRO for KHFT, to be 

overseen by David Hawkins who will act as a deputising SIRO role across both trusts.  

It is also proposed that Amira Girgis be appointed as the deputy Caldicott Guardian for KHFT.   
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David and Amira have acted as SIRO and Caldicott Guardian roles, respectively, before and Kevin as 

Director of IM&T, has responsibility for the secure storing and handling of Trust data. All have 

completed relevant training.    

By way of background, the Caldicott Guardian is a senior person responsible for protecting the 

confidentiality of people’s health and care information and making sure it is used properly. They 

make sure that the personal information about those who use the organisation’s services is used 

legally, ethically and appropriately, and that confidentiality is maintained. Caldicott Guardians 

should be able to provide leadership and informed guidance on complex matters involving 

confidentiality and information sharing. 

The Senior Information Risk Owner (SIRO) should be an Executive Director or other senior member 

of the board, but should not be the Caldicott Guardian, as the SIRO should be part of the 

organisation's management hierarchy rather than being in an advisory role. The SIRO acts as an 

advocate for information risk on the board and in internal discussions. 

The SIRO will provide an essential role in ensuring that identified information security risks are 

followed up and incidents managed and should have ownership of the Information Risk Policy and 

associated risk management strategy and processes. He/she will provide leadership and guidance to 

a number of information asset owners. 

Some of the key duties include taking ownership of the risk assessment process for information and 

cyber security risk, including review of an annual information risk assessment to support and inform 

the Statement of Internal Control, and reviewing and signing off on data protection impact 

assessments as part of the Trust’s duty as the data controller.  

The Board is asked to approve the appointments.  

 

 

 

 


